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 “Archival evidence for the role of sport in the anti-apartheid moviment” 

David C. Sutton 

  

David C. Sutton is a literary archivist and a long-standing member and officer of 

the International Council on Archives (ICA). As President of the Section for 

Archives of Literature and Art (SLA), he was a member of the governing 

Executive Board of ICA from 2010 to 2021, and was one of the team which drafted 

the new inclusive ICA Constitution of 2012.  

 

He is now a member of the committee of ICA’s Section for Archives and Human 

Rights (SAHR). He was also for many years a member of the Anti-Apartheid 

Movement in the UK, spoke on anti-apartheid platforms at a wide range of 

meetings, and among other roles served as Vice-Chair of Local Authorities 

Against Apartheid.  

 

In 1998 he was one of the first guests received by the new South African High 

Commissioner Cheryl Carolus at the South African High Commission in Trafalgar 

Square, London – thus finding himself inside a building outside which he had 

been a protestor many times over the previous thirty years.  

 

He brings together his knowledge of personal archives and his knowledge of anti-

apartheid campaigning in this presentation. 

 

He will speak about some of the archival sources for the anti-apartheid 

movement, in connection with sport (especially rugby union, cricket and the 

Olympics). Sports events provided one of the most high-profile areas for protests 

against apartheid, and (as with many repressive regimes in the present time) 

sport was playing an important role in attempts to legitimise and normalise the 

brutal white supremacist regime in South Africa.  

 

The talk begins with a review of the Archive of the Anti-Apartheid Movement itself 

(held in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, UK), and compares it with papers about 

sports protests in the Archive of the Wales Anti-2 D C Sutton: Anti-Apartheid 
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Aberystwyth), the Non-Racial Sports History Project (in the University of the 

Witwatersrand) and the African Activist Archive (in Michigan State University, 

USA).  

 

Sutton then considers some of the limitations of organisational archives in this 

field, and the consequent importance of the personal papers of leading activists.  

 

Case studies are the papers of two leading activists in SAN-ROC (the South 

African Non-Racial Olympic Committee), the poet Dennis Brutus (whose papers 

are in Northwestern University, USA; York University, UK; and Brunel University, 

UK) and Sam Ramsamy (whose papers are mostly in the University of the 

Western Cape). The archives of the activists Freda Troup in the British Library in 

London and Peter Hain in the National Library of Wales are also referenced and 

described.  

 

The importance of sport in the movement against apartheid is a keynote of the 

presentation – its importance to the South African regime and its importance as 

an effective area of protesting and campaigning against apartheid. (Only passing 

reference is made to the Archive of the Nelson Mandela Foundation, which will 

be discussed in detail by the following speaker.) 

 


